Quantitative immunoelectrophoretic studies of the L and S antigens of vaccinia virus.
The L (10S) and S (7S) antigens of vaccinia virus have been characterized by their sensitivity to heat, to proteolytic enzymes and to periodate. The L antigen was heat labile and inactivated by proteolytic enzymes and periodate. Treatment with trypsin for 1 min indicated that the S antigen was built up of at least two protein subunits of about 3S and 5S. One of the subunits was highly sensitive to heat and to proteolytic enzymes. On further treatment with trypsin the other subunit was split in two components showing partial identity serologically.